Like most other developed countries, Canada's level of road safety has improved considerably during the past decade. Since 1989, road user fatalities decreased by 30% and serious injuries by 36%. Seat belt use increased from approximately 71% to 90%, and alcohol use among fatally injured drivers, which represents the most critical road safety problem in Canada, decreased by 16%. Canada's most recent traffic fatality total -2,969 during 1999 -was the lowest annual death toll on record in several decades. Canada's fatality rate, as measured on a 'deaths per motor vehicle registered' basis, improved by more than 36% during this period. Additional traffic, exposure and fatality trend data are provided in Table 1. A number of noteworthy occurrences took place during the last decade that contributed largely to Canada's improved road safety situation.
The first event was the introduction in 1989 of Canada's first truly national road safety initiative -the National Occupant Restraint Program -with the objective of achieving and maintaining 95% restraint use among all passenger vehicle occupants by 1995. Legislative sanctions, public education campaigns and enforcement initiatives developed and implemented in support of this goal helped increase seat belt and proper child restraint use to their current high levels.
The second event was the introduction in 1990 of the Strategy to Reduce Impaired Driving. The goal of this national initiative was to reduce by 20% the number of traffic fatalities involving impaired drivers by 1995. The introduction of enforcement and awareness campaigns, tougher legislative measures and communications initiatives contributed to moderate improvements in the drinking-driving problem.
In Canada, responsibility for road safety is shared among the federal, provincial/territorial and municipal levels of government. The challenges presented by this multi-tiered approach to road safety combined with a desire by many stakeholders to adopt a more focused approach to dealing with road safety issues and to accelerate the rate of improvement in the overall level of road safety led to a third significant event during the last decadethe adoption of Road Safety Vision 2001.
Officially launched in 1996, Canada's vision -to have the safest roads in the world -is supported by all levels of government as well as key public and private sector stakeholders. Road Safety Vision 2001 initiatives which focus on road users, roadways and motor vehicles aim to: • raise public awareness of road safety issues; • improve communication, cooperation and collaboration among road safety agencies; • toughen enforcement measures; and • improve national road safety data quality and collection.
Examples of successful initiatives that have been adopted in support of Canada's vision include the introduction of graduated licensing programs for novice drivers in most jurisdictions; national public education and enforcement campaigns promoting proper seat belt and child restraint use and the dangers of drinking and driving; the partnering of national police and government agencies to develop innovative policing protocols that target high-risk drivers; increased cooperation among commercial carrier stakeholders to strengthen safety standards and improve the safety performance of commercial vehicle transportation; and the availability of more comprehensive and accurate national traffic collision and exposure data.
Other notable changes which occurred during the past decade that made travel on Canadian roads safer include the incorporation of crash-avoidance and crashworthiness safety features, such as daytime running lights and airbag occupant protection systems, into the design of new vehicles in response to improved motor vehicle regulation requirements; the integration of safety considerations into the design of new roads; and improved emergency medical services for road users involved in crashes.
The considerable improvements of the last decade notwithstanding, road safety is still a very serious issue in Canada. The same high-risk road user behavior -nonuse of seat belts, drinking and driving, excessive speed and running red lights -continues to plague Canadian roads. While annual surveys of seat belt use, in predominantly urban areas, indicate that 90% of motorists buckle up, the latest crash data demonstrate that approximately 40% of all fatally injured motor vehicle occupants were not wearing seat belts. Additionally, alcohol was a factor in approximately 39% of all road user deaths.
Canadian road safety stakeholders face a significant challenge. Canada's stated goal is to have the safest roads in the world. Canada currently ranks 8th in road safety among the world's developed nations when comparisons are based on 'fatalities per vehicle kilometres travelled' and 9th when comparisons are based on 'fatalities per motor vehicles registered'. However, Canada is not alone in its quest to make road travel progressively safer. Many other developed countries have adopted ambitious targets and comprehensive road safety programs to improve their level of road safety. The successes of such initiatives in some of the world's safest nations, in part, prompted Canadian road safety stakeholders to incorporate a broadbased set of targets into the Road Safety Vision 2001 successor plan.
Called Road Safety Vision 2010, this ambitious extension to the inaugural national road safety plan will retain the goal and priorities of its predecessor but will also feature a national target for fatality and serious injury reductions as well as several sub-targets.
The national target calls for a 30% decrease in the average number of road users killed and seriously injured during the 2008-2010 period over comparable [1996] [1997] [1998] [1999] [2000] [2001] figures.
The sub-targets focus on areas where the largest numbers of serious casualties occur and where the greatest potential for reductions exists. The sub-targets call for specific improvements in seat belt and proper child restraint use rates, as well as reductions in fatalities and serious injuries resulting from crashes involving drinking drivers, young drivers, vulnerable road users and highrisk road users. Sub-targets have also been identified that call for decreases in fatalities and serious injuries in collisions involving commercial carriers, excessive speed, and those that occur at intersections and on rural roadways.
It is hoped that the targets intrinsic to Road Safety Vision 2010 will foster increased public awareness, partnerships, and stakeholder commitment for road safety issues, and result in the introduction of new initiatives to help make Canada's roads the safest in the world.
